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Dear God, thank you for the many blessings of this school year. 

Thank you for the wonderful children you have entrusted to our care, who, with 
their individual gifts and collective spirit, have grown in their learning and 
living. 

Thank you for our staff who time and time again show love, knowledge, 
intelligence, commitment, creativity and humor in their ways of being. 

Thank you for our parents and families for their important faith, support and 
partnership. 

Thank you for the grace-filled moments that happen here every day in many ways. 

Thank you for the gift of those who are leaving us, the gift of those who are coming 
to us, and the gift of those who will continue to work for the community of St. 
Jerome School. 

Bless us all with the joy and wonder of summer days. Amen 

Dean Rootsaert  Paula Borges-Couture 
Principal  Assistant Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



KINDERGARTEN AND GRADE 1-6 REGISTRATIONS FOR 2019 - 20 

 
If you have a child or know of anyone that has a child who was born between March                  
1, 2014 and March March 1, 2015, please come and register them at St. Jerome               
School for Kindergarten classes beginning September 2019. You are most welcome to            
come for a tour of our school and to visit our kindergarten classroom to see our                
students in action. Please phone the office at 780-479-5847. We have already            
received a number of kindergarten registrations for the 2019 - 20 school year and we               
look forward to working with you and your child.  

 
Living Rosary 

 
This past month we held our annual living Rosary. This is when            
Catholics honor Mary the mother of Jesus and our mother, in a            
special way. And so, we turn to Mary today by praying the Rosary,             
knowing that she listens to all her children’s prayers. When we were            
baptized, we became one with Jesus, Son of God and Son of Mary.             
With Jesus, we look to Mary as our Mother, and God as our Father.              
We ask Mary to teach us and help us by her prayers to live as God’s                
children.   

 
 

 
School Council News  

 
We want to thank our School Council for all their hard work and dedication to our                
community throughout this past year. From advising on the application of society funds,             
organizing the ordering and distribution of school hot lunches and hosting the many special              
events such as family movie nights and family dances your work does not go without               
notice. All St. Jerome parents are welcome to be involved and need only attend the               
monthly meetings. The School Council will be looking to fill some positions moving into              
next year. The next meeting is Wednesday, June 5 in the library at St. Jerome at 6:30pm.                 
Childcare is provided in the school gymnasium. 
 

 
Playground Update  

 
The communities of St. Jerome School, Rundle Heights Community League and Ivor Dent             
School have been meeting monthly for the past year laying the foundation for the              
construction of a new playground. The committee will be looking for more volunteers in the               
coming school year to help provide direction. St. Jerome has a seat at the planning table,                
these seats need only be filled by a few parents who can commit approximately two hours                
per month in an advisory role. If you are interested, please contact the the school office.  

 

 
 



Little Free Library Needs Books 
 

 
 
 
St. Jerome is the Patron Saint of libraries and literature. It’s           
hard to believe that it has been one year since we had the             
official opening of our “Little Free Library”. Since then we,          
as well as many community members, have been adding         
books to the library. Many of the books are not returned,           
but at least they are finding a new home. If you have books             
that are in good condition that you would like to donate,           
please simply add them to the library. If the library is full            
we ask that you bring your books back another day. Feel           
free to “Take a Book and Return a Book”.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Parent Appreciation  
 

 
For your generous support on School Council, your devoted time 
to classroom activities/field trips, and for your countless hours 
making St. Jerome a place of vibrant learning... 
 
The staff of St. Jerome Science Academy invite you to a coffee 
and a special treat served right to your vehicle! 
 
The staff will be serving coffee to parents as they are dropping 
off their children to school. 
 

JUNE 11, 2019 between 8:15-8:45 A.M.  
(Along 34 Street and 107 Avenue) 

 
We hope not to miss anyone! As there will be many vehicles and bodies moving around, please 
either wave, honk, or come up to a staff member if we happen to miss you. We appreciate all 
that you do for our students! 
 
 

 

 

 
 



Provincial Achievement Tests (PAT’s) 
 
The Grade 6’s will write their remaining PAT’s on the following           
days:  
- Friday, June 14: English Language Arts PAT Part B from 9:00 AM 
- Monday, June 17: Math PAT from 9:00 AM 
- Tuesday, June 18: Social PAT from 9:00 AM 
- Wednesday, June 19 Science PAT from 9:00 AM 
 
It is very important that your child come well rested and on time. 
 
 

Camp Warwa 
 
Grade 6’s will be headed out for an over-night trip to Camp Warwa             
June 6-7. Through outdoor skills and activities, Camp Warwa         
encourages challenge, fun, and a healthy lifestyle. They believe        
living in a group and community setting out-of-doors creates an          
ideal atmosphere for people to learn about themselves and others          
in a manner which fosters a harmonious relationship with the          
natural environment. We are so very excited. A generous thank you           
for everyone who contributed to the fundraising efforts to make this           
trip a possibility! 
 
 

June 25 “Becoming the Best Version of ME” Day 
 

 
As a wrap up to our year theme, “Becoming the Best Version of ME” we are planning a day full of 
fun and challenging activities. 
 
Students are invited to attend a movie that will make personal connections to their own growth 
and place in the world and discover their own “Story” . This movie is being sponsored by the SAC. 
 
Following the movie, students will be involved in a school wide writing activity where they can 
write about their experiences this year as they worked to become the best version of 
themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 June 26 Year End Mass/Grade 6 Farewell 
 

On June 26 at 10:00 AM we will have our whole school year end              
mass at St. Clare Church where we will celebrate mass together as            
a school community. We will return to the school to bid farewell to             
our grade 6 students who are moving on to junior high school.            
From 11:30 am - 12:50 pm, grade 6 students and their families are             
invited to gather and celebrate the grade 6’s educational journey          
thus far. A potluck type lunch is being planned for the grade 6’s.             
Please keep an eye out for additional information coming home.  
 

 
June 27 School Wide Fun Day and Hot Dog BBQ 

 
On June 27 our students and staff will engage in our annual fun day. Students will be put into                   
teams as they take part in relay races and skill challenges and have some fun in the sun.                  
Students should dress for the weather.  Students will be provided with a Hot Dog Lunch.  

 
 

Gardening Club 
 

With the arrival of warmer weather, St. Jerome Green Thumb          
Gardening Club has been busy at work, planning, weeding,         
planting, watering and learning about gardening. Green       
Thumbers meet to work in the gardens in front of the school. We             
have been learning about types of plants that grow well in our            
climate as well as those that don't. The needs of plants have            
been discussed and students have spent time writing about         
gardens and plants in their journals. One highlight was rubbing          

the leaves of our plants and smelling the scent left behind on our fingers. We look forward to                  
harvesting our vegetables in September for our Feast of St. Jerome soup. 
 
 

Free Footie Soccer Program 
 

Our 2 Free Footie teams have been practicing and playing hard this season.             
Thank you to all who came out to support our St. Jerome Lions. We could               
not have done it without the wonderful Free Footie organization, who           
provided us with jersey's, shorts, socks, shin pads, soccer balls, and refs.           
We are so very fortunate to have the opportunity to play soccer and             

represent St. Jerome! It is always wonderful to see such good sportsmanship and enthusiasm. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Lost and Found 
 

The items remaining in the Lost and Found will be set out on             
tables the week of June 24 -28. Any remaining items, including           
anything left in the boot room areas, will be given to charity. 

 

Final Day of School and Report Cards 

 

Our final day of classes for students for this school year is Friday, June 28.  Students will be 
dismissed at 12:10 PM.  Final report cards will be given to our students on this last day of school. 

 

Spring Art Show 

 

 

St. Jerome celebrated spring with a wonderful, first ever, spring art show on May 29. Other than 
the gymnasium being very warm, we could not have asked for a better evening. The gymnasium 
was transformed into a gallery of student artwork. Each grade had pieces of art on display for all 
to see. The works of art were inspired through stories or by artists such as Mondrian and Kahlo. 
We also had many representations of Indigenous Art with students creating an image of their 
“Spirit Animal”. The St. Jerome art club and digital design club had examples of works they have 
created throughout the year including pieces printed with the schools 3D printer and large 
format printer. Each class performed two pieces of music. A variety of music was performed from 
traditional Canadian folk songs, songs by the Beatles, and songs in other languages. The 
“boomwackers” were once again being used by the grade 5/6 class as they played a great version 
of Africa by Toto.  

 
 



 

A highlight of the evening was seeing the families of the St. Jerome community coming together 
to connect with each other. The more informal nature of the event allowed for conversations to 
occur between the performances as guests viewed their student’s works of art.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 2019 
 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and 
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 

1 Corinthians 12: 4-6 
 

The culminating act of our students’ time with us is their graduation, and like any family, we are extremely proud 
of all our students for their success.  As this scripture passage shares, we celebrate that each of our students has 
received a variety of gifts through the Spirit. We are honored that, through their journey of Catholic education 
with us, we have been able to provide a Christ-centred environment for their learning and growth; a place where 
God has activated those gifts as part of a beautiful community. 

 
Student success is at the heart of all that we do.  In an effort to add an extra layer of support to our high school 
students who are writing diploma exams, we are offering Diploma Exam Prep courses once again this year.  Visit 
our School of Alternative Education website, www.sae.ecsd.net, to view the complete schedule of prep sessions 
and to find registration information.  You will also find our summer school offerings there. 
 
Pentecost Sunday falls on June 9 this year, and it provides a wonderful opportunity for us to reflect on the role 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Pope Francis shares, “It is the Spirit who is the protagonist of Christian life, the Holy 
Spirit, who is with us, accompanies us, transforms us, is victorious with us” (May 18, 2019). 
 
June offers us the occasion to celebrate all those who fill the role of father in our lives by offering our thanks for 
their love, wisdom, and support. 

 
Strength of a Mountain 
God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree, 
The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea, 
The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, 
The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, 
The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, 
The depth of a family need, 
Then God combined these qualities, 
When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew His masterpiece was complete, 
And so, He called it ... Dad 
 
- Author Unknown (www.xavier.edu ) 
 
Have a wonderful June! 
Sincerely, 
Joan Carr 
Superintendent 

http://www.sae.ecsd.net/
http://www.xavier.edu/


 
Dear Friends, 
 
In the season of Easter our hearts turn to reflect on Christ’s death and resurrection. “He 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:4). 
 
The students who attend our Catholic schools can help us understand the resurrected life 
of Jesus more deeply. Pope Francis assures us that Christ, who “wants to make us sharers 
in the new life of the resurrection,” is “the true youthfulness of a world grown old” 
(Christus Vivit, 32). When I look at the exuberance and joy of these young people, I am 
reminded of the heart of our risen Saviour. 
 
Of course, there is real pain, too, in the lives of young people in our schools. They know 
the brokenness of this world. They’ve experienced emotional depths like those familiar to 
the prophets of old: “Therefore I said: Look away from me, let me weep bitter tears; do not 
try to comfort me for the destruction of my beloved people” (Isaiah 22:4). In their own way, 
they have a connection with the unutterable sorrows of our Lord who suffered betrayal. 
 
Young people, I realize you are no strangers to the darkness and desolations of Good 
Friday, or the grief and shock of Holy Saturday. I hear you. My heart goes out to you. 
 
Never forget that Easter Sunday comes after Holy Saturday. As Catholics, our faith gives 
us a hope that reaches beyond death, beyond despair and confusion. The Holy Gospels tell 
of an empty tomb, of rejoicing angels, and the Risen Lord. 
 
I have observed that many young people have a remarkable openness to the message of 
Easter. You are moved by the promise of a resurrection that can defeat every shadow of 
death. As we enter these summer months, then, let me invite you to keep following Christ 
into the light of the resurrection, the love of God, and the hope of everlasting life. 
 
And to all the staff, students and parents of Edmonton Catholic School District: I pray that 
God will continue to bless each one of you, all the days of your life. 

 

 

Richard W. Smith 
Archbishop of Edmonton 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
2 

 
 
 

3 4 5 
Robotics 3:30pm - 
5:00pm 
Parent Council 
Meeting 6:30 pm 
Final AYP 3:30 pm 

6 
Grade Six Year End 
Activity Day 1 

7 
Grade Six Year End 
Activity Day 2 
 
 
 

8 

9 
 
 
 

10 11 
Parent Appreciation 
Coffee  
8:15 - 8:45 am 
 

12 
Robotics 3:30pm - 
5:00pm Final 
Robotics 

13 
Kindergarten PD 
No School for 
Kindergarten 

14 
Grade 6 LA PAT 
 
 
 
 

15 

16 
 
 
 
 

17 
Grade 6 Math PAT 

18 
Grade 6 Social Studies 
PAT 

19 
Grade 6 Science PAT 

20 
 

21 
National Aboriginal 
Day 
 
 
 

22 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 25 
Becoming the Best 
Version of Myself 
Story Day 

26 
Mass at St. Clare 
Parish 10:00am 
Families Welcome 
Grade 6 Farewell  
11:30 am  All grade 6 
Families and Friends 
Welcome 

27 
Fun Day 
Lunch Provided for 
the students 

28 
Final Assembly 
9:30 am 
Last day of instruction 
12:10 dismissal 
Report cards sent 
home 

29 
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